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CASTING CLINIC   MAY 11   Beginning 4PM   Waveny Mansion 
 

Our annual Spring Casting Clinic will be held on Tuesday, May 11 starting at 4PM and continue 
until dusk on the front lawn of the Waveny Mansion. If you want to hone your skills, there will be 
highly experienced casters to help all that attend. It is open to the beginner and long time fly 
fisherman. It is open to any youngsters you would like to invite. It’s a great way to practice up 
before you wade into your favorite stream. 
. 

Letter from your President: 
Many thanks to all our members and their guests who helped make this 
year’s Annual Banquet a rousing success!  Here we have Erf Porter (back 
to us) strategizing with Gil Bergen for his trip to the Connetquot the next 
week.  Sharon Redman is shown busy on her way to selling another 
$1,000 in raffle tickets.  We also see Bill Blaufuss, my counterpart for the 
Nutmeg Chapter, planning his successful live auction bidding.  We were 
pleasantly surprised to discover that we managed to raise more funds than 
last year for our projects, despite having lower attendance and a smaller 
number of live auction and bucket items.  Of course the evening’s success 

had nothing to do with Mike Law and me sharing the auctioneer’s role.  My hat’s off to the hard working Banquet 
committee!  You’ ll also notice we’ve dedicated a large portion of the newsletter this month to acknowledging the all-
important support of our donors.  We are doing this to publicly thank them for their support, in addition to the individual 
letters we send them.  Please do your part to support them by purchasing their products and services throughout the year.  
Now we start planning for next year … 

Our trip to Connetquot was also a great success, measured either by the number of people who 
went (34) or the number of fish caught (dozens and dozens).  On the right is one happy Duane 
Mertz with his first rainbow ever!   

The 2004 Connecticut fresh water open fishing season has finally arrived and we certainly can’ t 
complain about any lack of water!  I continue to get reports of increased hatches (stoneflies and 
midges), but the cloudy water seems to dictate streamers and nymphs if you really want to catch 
anything.  The water temp in the Sound is now in the high forties, so we should begin to see 
larger numbers of bait fish being pursued by the blues and stripers.  Both our local rivers did receive their stocking by 
early April and will get another complement of fingerlings  

You’ ll find the Norwalk River a bit more sanitary after the Chapter did two back-to-back Saturday clean-ups in Merwin 
Meadows just before Easter.  We are also doing the planning to complete the 2003 carryover projects on the Norwalk, 
probably starting in June.  The Cannondale fish bypass channel project will most likely start in September, when the 
water is lower, and wrap up in early October.   

The Mianus River is also finally going to start getting more attention this year.  Walt Kirkman has had several meetings 
with officials from the town of Greenwich to look over the river where it runs through that town.  I’ve begun discussions 
with Erin McKenna, the new Stamford city planner, who has been tapped to help re-energize the area coalition looking at 
initiatives to again restore the deteriorating sections of the park.  She’s wading through the material her predecessor gave 
her, so she and I will be talking more soon. Good news on enforcement: I’m hearing frequent reports now that people are 
being asked to produce their CT fishing licenses.  Now if they could only stop the poachers and those who take over the 
creel limit!    

Please continue to send in your volunteer information forms to me.  Or give me a call to let me know your availability...   
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Franklin B. Lang, Editor 
408 Sound Beach Ave., Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
203-637-1808             Email: fblang@optonline.net 

 
Mianus Chapter Officers 
Jim Glowienka   President   (203) 857-4325 
Mike Law                      VP   (203) 966-3364 
Ed Vallerie  VP   (203) 762-8024 
Dick O’Neill Treasurer   (203) 438-5918 
Jeff Yates      Secretary   (203) 834-2837 
 
Board of Directors  
Don Kiefer     (203) 637-9880 
Walter Kirkman    (203) 637-3752 
Tom Yates     (203) 834-2837 
Don Walton     (203) 637-0213 
John Awdziewicz    (203) 661-8023 
Franklin Lang    (203) 637-1808 
 
Directors for Life 
Violet Jeans     (203) 637-1607 
 
Directors at Large 
Jan Allardt                                               (203) 622-9097 
Don Butler     (203) 855-1789 
Mark Mitchell    (203) 254-8312 
Rob Mould     (203) 866-6588 
Jim Sundburg    (203) 846-0186 
Ray Hamilton    (203) 322-0254 
Jim Lucey     (203) 268-1063 
Sharon Redman    (203) 257-1045 
Melvin Rodriguez    (203) 406-8027 
 
Committees 
Banquet:     Mike Law 
CT Council:     Jan Allardt  
Education:      Don Walton 
Kids Programs:    Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Membership:    Mike Law 
Web Master:    Dave Stoller 
Programs:     Jim Glowienka 
Raffles:     Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Refreshments:    Violet Jeans 
Stream Action– Norwalk River:   Ed Vallerie 
Stream Action– Mianus River:   Walt Kirkman & Don Walton 
Trips:           Don Butler & Ed Vallerie 
 
Meeting Location 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting Location: 
Waveny House, New Canaan CT 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Directions: Merritt Parkway, take Exit 37 and go North on Rt 124 (South 
Ave) for approximately 1/2 mile; take your 1st Left into Waveney Park 
Entrance. Follow Road up to the mansion. Parking is on the periphery. 

  

The following are excerpts from the last Board meeting) 

Stream Action: 
Norwalk River : Prior to the start of the regular Board 
meeting, the Board met with Todd Bobowick from the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. Todd outlined the projects 
for which current funding had been set aside. Some of this 
funding included ‘319 Grants’ , which expire at the end of this 
year. The chapter must complete these projects by October. 
Todd said he would draft permits for the Department of 
Environmental Protection, which the chapter would then 
submit. He also suggested the chapter notify Pat Sesto, 
Director of Environmental Affairs for the Town of Wilton, of 
the upcoming projects it would be undertaking. Todd said the 
chapter needed to remove the exposed rebar along Schenck’s 
Island before opening day. Jeff Yates and Tom Yates said they 
would take care of it. Todd asked the Board to draft a 
resolution authorizing Board members to sign contracts with 
the NRCS. The Board authorized Jim Glowienka and Dick 
O’Neill to sign contracts for the chapter. 

M ianus River  Stocking:  The next Mianus River TMA 
stocking date is Thursday, May 13. The Chapter is interested 
in volunteers to help with the restocking. Please call Jim 
Glowienka to sign up and find out what time and where to 
meet. 
 
SPRING PICNIC  
 
On Tuesday June 8 we will hold our annual picnic at Merwin 
Meadows. Details will be in the June newsletter. Mark your 
calendars. 
 
 
DEAD COW IN RIVER  

Oneonta, NY: A dead cow in the Susquehanna River was the 
subject of dozens of calls to Otsego County emergency 
officials. "We©ve had calls out on it for two days," Robert 
Barn, city fire chief, said Tuesday night. "The issue with us is 
there©s no safe way to access it." 

The cow, which had apparently floated from upstream, was 
grounded on a gravel bar near the Lower Main Street Bridge. 
"If we can get it to shore, our Department of Public Works or 
public service people will take care of it," he said. "I©m not 
about to put a firefighter©s life in danger to go out and get a 
dead cow." 

Shane Mattice, city assistant fire chief, said that as the cow©s 
owner hasn©t come forward and, since the river is flowing 
swiftly at the bank, firefighters can©t get to the animal to check 
for an identification tag. 

"No other agencies that have the mechanism to retrieve it want 
to go down there and do it," Mattice said. State DEP 
Conservation officials said they didn©t know who should deal 
with the cow.  

A call to the DEC©s Lands & Forest Department was 
transferred to the Fisheries office, then to the Wildlife office 
where an official said to call the state Department of Health. 

Robert Pierce, district administrator in the DOH©s Oneonta 
office, said he didn©t know an agency willing to retrieve it. "It©s 
not our office©s problem," he said. "If it were taken out, it 
would have to be buried unless a rendering plant wants it." 

Bob Shultis, who drives along Lower Main Street on his way 
to work, said he saw the cow at 8:30 a.m. Monday and again 
Tuesday. 

"It©s a beef cow for sure," he said. "Deer die and fish die every 
day, but I can©t believe nobody©s reported it missing."  

Shultis said it looked like the river was rising Tuesday night 
and said he thought the cow might float away again. He said 
the cow is within the Oneonta fire district, but according to 
DEC, it©s no one©s clear-cut responsibility except the owner©s. 

"We realize it can©t stay there forever," he said. "Maybe we©ll 
wait till the water goes down."  Jack Mazzurak, The Daily Star 



 
 THANK YOU … THANK YOU … THANK YOU! 
 
In spite of the fact that attendance was down from last year, 
our annual fund-raising banquet was a success and net 
proceeds were approximately 25% higher than 2003.  In 
addition to the long hours of hard work from the members of 
the Banquet Committee, this success can be directly 
attributable to the support from area corporations, retailers, 
and members who donated so generously to the effort.  Special 
thanks to those who donated items for the auction: 
 
Corporate Supporters 
Breitling USA, Wilton, CT – www.breitlingusa.com  -- Thank 
you to our friends at Breitling for their generous donation for 
the third straight year! 
MBI, Inc., Easton Press Division – www.eastonpress.com – 
Quality leather-bound books; thanks to another multi-year 
supporter! 
 
Retail Supporters    
The Compleat Angler , 987 Post Rd., Darien, CT (203)655-
9400.  A supporter for many years and a true friend of the 
Chapter. 
Orvis, 432 Boston Post Rd., Darien, CT (203)662-0844.  
Another multi-year supporter and Chapter friend. 
Outdoor  Spor ts Center , 80 Danbury Rd., Wilton, CT  
(203)762-8797. A first time supporter of the Chapter. 
Rug Weavers, 541 Post Rd., Darien, CT (203)655-9022. A 
Mianus TU supporter for many years. 
 
Guiding Lights 
Fire Fly Fishing Char ters, 
www.fireflyfishingcharters.com – Carlo Regina, an Orvis Pro 
guide with 15  years of experience fishing Long Island Sound. 
Salty Flies Char ters, www.saltyflies.com – Capt. Paul 
Koopmann, a Chapter supporter and friend for many  years. 
Jack Smola, www.jacksmola.com – Jack is an outstanding 
guide for those who fly fish for trout and a long time supporter 
of the Chapter. 
 
Members and Friends of Mianus TU 

Julie Chapman, www.artistinnature.com – Award-winning 
wildlife artist. Magnificent brown bear painter. 

John Costello (member) – Magic on the Miramichi. Thanks to 
a long-time supporter and true friend. 

Cindy Crane, (203)762-3673 -- Award-winning artist. A 
classic pair of brook trout. Thank you Cindy. 

Paul Fleming (member) -- Montauk in the fall. Many thanks, 
Paul. 

Jon Gates (member) – Paradise in Vermont. Thanks Jon for 
being a friend and multi-year donor. 

Erf Porter -- Catskill fly-fishing and hospitality at its best. 
Thanks to Erf, a long-time friend and supporter. 

  

  

  

  

Fran Redman – Thanks Fran for a beautiful example of your 
hand-made leatherwork. 

Bill Rice – Award-winning bird carver. Represented by 
Gregory James Gallery, New Milford, CT.  

 
Now, we would like to thank all those firms, retailers, 
members and Chapter friends who donated prizes for our 
bucket raffle which was an unqualified success: 
 

- Action Optics, Ketchum, OR 
- Angler’s Book Supply, Eugene, OR 

- Angler’s Den, Pawling, NY 

- Art Lee, Roscoe, NY 

- All The Best Spirits, Riverside, CT 

- Beiersdorf (Nivea)  

- Cashmere Store, Greenwich, CT 

- Chota Outdoor Gear, Knoxville, TN 

- Connetquot River State Preserve, Oakdale, NY 

- Double Exposure, Darien, CT 

- Douglas Parfumerie, Greenwich, CT  

- Stephen Feinstein, Norwalk, CT 

- Famous Grouse Scotch 

- Fisherman’s World, Norwalk, CT 

- Fly Hatch FF Pro Shop, Shrewsbury NJ 

- Foxwoods Resort & Casino, CT 

- Garelick & Herbs, Greenwich, CT 

- Harrington, Greenwich, CT 

- Kate’s Paperie, Greenwich, CT 

- Loon Outdoors, Boise, ID 

- P.B. McCain Outfitters, Oceanside, NY 

- Mitchells/Richards, CT 

- O. Mustad & Son, Auburn, NY 

- New Canaan Car Wash, New Canaan, CT 

- NY Sports Club, NYC 

- Palmers Supermarket, Noroton Heights, CT 

- Patricia Gourlay, Greenwich, CT 

- Pet Pantry, Greenwich, CT 

- Restaurant at Rowayton Seafood, Rowayton, CT 

- Rt.22 Bar & Grill, Armonk, NY 

- Sam’s Package Store, Old Greenwich, CT 

- Simon Pierce, Greenwich, CT 

- Sportsman’s Den, Greenwich, CT 

- Stone Creek Ltd, Greeley, CO. 

- Threads & Treads, Greenwich, CT 

- Trout Prints, New Canaan, CT 

- Urban Angler, NYC 

 



 
 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 357 
Riverside, CT 06878 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit our  website www.mianustu.org   TU National: http://www.tu.org 
 
Gentleman and Ladies – Start Your Engines: 
 
It’s now the days after Opening Day. Hopefully those that don’ t know catch and release and those 
that exceed the daily limit and those that know not what a fly is, at least what a tied fly is, will soon 
meander on to not run interference with us real fisher folks. It sure seems like we have had a good 
turn in the weather. There’s no question that the long awaited season is upon us. It’s time to rev up 
your engines to hit your favorite waters and join friends or new acquaintances to cast far and wide. 
It is also time to rev up your engines to help with river clean up and restoration projects or trout 
stocking pass-the-bucket days. The Chapter’s call for volunteers has, quite frankly, fallen on 
plugged up ears. Maybe some of the projects have been announced too far ahead. It just seems that 
it is best to let you know what the Chapter’s restoration plans are, in advance. So if you see a date 
that is around the corner and a reminder call for volunteers goes out, please sign on as we can’ t be 
good river keepers without your help…or your spouses, friends and kids help. The purring sound of 
all our engines together is really something worthwhile to experience. 


