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ANNUAL PICNIC   JUNE 8   Beginning 6 PM  

At Merwin Meadows in Wilton. 
Everyone is invited to our annual spring picnic and cookout. There’ ll be plenty to eat and drink so 
bring your kids, spouses and family and your rods on Tuesday evening June 8. This will be our last 
get-together before our October meeting. PLEASE park in the car park and not at the pavilion.  
. 
 

Letter  from your  President: 

Fishing was picking up slowly through early May, then suddenly heated up along with the weather.  
Until recently, it seemed that only nymphs and streamers could produce any trout.  We’re starting to 
see regular hatches on the area’s rivers and fish rising to take them.  Memorial Day I managed to 
land three brookies, all on dries.  The Mianus and Norwalk Rivers have both received their second 
stocking of catchable-sized fish, plus the Norwalk got a health dose of fry and 
fingerlings. 

I’ ve also fished several times now on Holly Pond and landed one striper (21”) that 
must have been a holdover, since I could see no bait in the water.  The water temp 
was hovering at 51-52o F.  With Memorial Day now upon us, everyone is smiling 
as fishing reports improved.  I tested the fishing out of Niantic last week and 
pulled in some outsized stripers, like this 41”  one. 

Good news regarding the Mianus River Park Initiative. Stamford’s current plan is 
to have a kick-off meeting with all interested parties on Wednesday, June 23rd at 
Treetops from 7:30pm – 10pm.  Although some of the discussions are likely to be 
spirited, at least we are getting started. 

On June 4th, the NWRI is planning a recommitment event to mark the long-term success of this 
coalition of towns, businesses, volunteer organizations, residents and recreational users of the 
Norwalk River.  My understanding is that this will be from 9:30am – 11am, starting at the white 
church at Rt 33 and Lover’s Lane and then moving to streamside.  All are invited to attend.  

Please take the time to follow our editor’s efforts to kick off the Trips Committee.  The membership 
wanted more formal and informal trips by the Chapter, so take advantage of it.  Franklin provides 
details of a Jack Smola trip in July.  For those of you planning trips of your own, such as the one 
Paul Fleming is putting together to Wilson’s along the Miramichi in New Brunswick, make sure you 
get the info to Franklin for publication in the newsletter and posting on the Chapter’s web site.  Even 
if you are just going out for a day, invite another member to join you to share the experience.  

With our Norwalk River projects coming up starting in June, make sure you let me know if you have 
time to help out.  Let me know either by phone or email what days you could be available.  

Make sure you put our final Chapter meeting this spring (June 8th) on your calendar.  It’s our 
customary picnic at Merwin Meadows.  � �� � � ���� 	 
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Franklin B. Lang, Editor 
408 Sound Beach Ave., Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
203-637-1808             Email: fblang@optonline.net 

 
Mianus Chapter Officers 
Jim Glowienka   President  (203) 857-4325 
Mike Law                      VP  (203) 966-3364 
Ed Vallerie  VP  (203) 762-8024 
Dick O’Neill Treasurer  (203) 438-5918 
Jeff Yates      Secretary  (203) 834-2837 
 
Board of Directors  
Don Kiefer    (203) 637-9880 
Walter Kirkman   (203) 637-3752 
Tom Yates    (203) 834-2837 
Don Walton    (203) 637-0213 
John Awdziewicz   (203) 661-8023 
Franklin Lang   (203) 637-1808 
 
Directors for Life 
Violet Jeans    (203) 637-1607 
 
Directors at Large 
Jan Allardt                                              (203) 622-9097 
Don Butler    (203) 855-1789 
Mark Mitchell   (203) 254-8312 
Rob Mould    (203) 866-6588 
Jim Sundburg   (203) 846-0186 
Ray Hamilton   (203) 322-0254 
Jim Lucey    (203) 268-1063 
Sharon Redman   (203) 257-1045 
Melvin Rodriguez   (203) 406-8027 
 
Committees 
Banquet:    Mike Law 
CT Council:    Jan Allardt  
Education:     Don Walton 
Kids Programs:   Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Membership:   Mike Law 
Web Master:   Dave Stoller 
Programs:    Jim Glowienka 
Raffles:    Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Refreshments:   Violet Jeans 
Stream Action– Norwalk River:  Ed Vallerie 
Stream Action– Mianus River:  Walt Kirkman & Don Walton 
Trips:                       Franklin Lang, Jeff Yates, Dick O’Neill 
Meeting Location 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting Location: 
Waveny House, New Canaan CT 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Directions: Merritt Parkway, take Exit 37 and go North on Rt 124 
(South Ave) for approximately 1/2 mile; take your 1st Left into 
Waveney Park Entrance. Follow Road up to the mansion. Parking is on 
the periphery. 

  

The following are excerpts from the last Board meeting) 

Stream Action: 
Norwalk River : Connecticut Council Update: Jeff 
Yates presented an update on the CT Council. Jeff said 
he had attended the most recent CT Council meeting at 
which two main topics were discussed. First the council 
discussed issues with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) regarding water flows on the 
Housatonic River. A letter from Congresswoman Nancy 
Johnson was discussed in which the Congresswoman 
said a “run of the river”  flow control was only serving 
one set of users, the fishermen. She went on to write the 
controversy was created by the fishermen, who were 
outspoken. The council is urging chapters and their 
members to write to the Congresswoman and tell her 
they are disappointed with her opposition to a naturally 
flowing river. 

A second item discussed at the council meeting involved 
the Burlington trout hatchery which supplies fish to the 
rivers east of the Farmington River. State funding of the 
hatchery has not been budgeted to pay for netting to 
prevent predation of fish in the hatchery, and chapters in 
the area, as well as other angling and conservation 
groups have donated funds to pay for the supplies needed 
to complete the project of covering the trout ponds with 
long-lasting netting. The council voted to provide up to 
$3,000 to the hatchery for this project. The council 
wished to stress that this was a one time donation, and 
shouldn’ t be construed as a precedent setting “bailing 
out”  of the state run hatchery. 
Jeff also attended a National Leadership Committee 
regional meeting involving NLC representatives from the 
states of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. Also present 
were TU National members there to discuss regional 
concerns, and to work to set up a regional Home Waters 
initiative. The initiative generally agreed upon by the 
NLC representatives was a Brook Trout focused 
restoration project. The main purposes of initiatives of 
this type are to get public awareness of regional 
problems, and conservation projects to address areas of 
concern. Such drives utilize TU National’s publicity 
resources, and help local chapters, as well as TU 
National, gain publicity and recruit new membership. 
 
Stream Action: 
 Norwalk River  Watershed Initiative: Jeff 
Yates and Walter Kirkman attended a NRWI 
demonstration project in New Canaan, planting native 
vegetation along the Silvermine River to replace lawns 
running directly to rivers edge. The NRWI is working to 
do a project in each of the towns within the Norwalk 
River watershed in order to teach people the benefits of 
streamside restoration work. Jim said the chapter should 
get more advance notice of such projects so it could 
coordinate a larger level of member participation. Jim 
also said there would be a June 4 recommitment event 
for partners of the NRWI. He would get more 
information on that. 
 Norwalk River : There were no updates on 
Norwalk River 2004 projects. Jeff said he had sent the 
letter to Todd Bobowick of the National Resources 
Conservation Service, authorizing Jim and Dick to sign 
contracts for the chapter. Tom Yates said he needed to 
get a materials list from Mr. Bobowick for the upcoming 
projects so he could begin acquiring the materials 
needed. Jeff said the Norwalk River had been stocked by 
the DEP Inland Fisheries Division with 40,000 fingerling 
and young-of-year wild trout. He said the DEP had not 
contacted him about this stocking event, and the DEP 
was stating it was no longer interested in the chapter’s 
help stocking the Norwalk River due to safety concerns. 
Jim said he had talked with DEP personnel, and felt the 
safety concern was a red herring. He said continued 
chapter involvement would just require more work on 



the chapter’s part in convincing the DEP that it was 
indeed safe, and important. 
 
Our Chapter ’s Home Tur f  Jim Glowienka 
 
I often get asked about the Mianus Chapter ‘boundary’  
and which rivers make up our ‘home’ waters.  Some 
members question why we have focused so much 
attention in recent years on the Norwalk River and not 
very much on the Mianus River.  What about some of the 
smaller rivers that empty into the Sound?  The answer 
depends on your perspective.   
TU National has a formal definition, based on members’  
zip codes, which facilitates the initial assignment of 
applicants to a particular chapter.  Our members typically 
live in Fairfield Country, from Greenwich to Norwalk 
and Wilton.  Members have the option of changing that 
designation.   
 
Switching to a water-based point of view, our river 
projects are usually on the watersheds of the Mianus and 
Norwalk Rivers, plus those in between.  Over the past six 
years, most of the Chapter’s focus regarding in-stream 
projects has in fact been on the Norwalk River.  Our 
participation in the Norwalk River Watershed Initiative 
has earned us national recognition.   
 
The Mianus Chapter’s roots actually go back about thirty 
years to the Mianus River, and hence our Chapter’s 
name.  Although I was not a member at the time, those 
that were told me that the Chapter undertook to restore a 
waterway that had deteriorated to the point where its 
viability as a trout habitat was threatened.  The mission 
of TU fit with this objective and the Mianus Chapter 
directed its attention to the Mianus Park area.  With a 
tremendous amount of planning and coordinated effort, 
the Mianus River running through the park had stream 
banks stabilized, structure added to the in-stream flows 
and invasive vegetation removed.  With the recreational 
usage of the park growing in recent years, the Chapter 
has been working with the towns of Stamford and 
Greenwich to assess and again restore the habitat.  You 
may also be aware that the lower stretch of the Mianus 
River has drawn attention for its potential as a habitat for 
sea run brown trout and possibly salmon.   
 
As far as other rivers in the area, they also do get some 
of our attention.  Unfortunately their prospects as cold 
water habitats for trout and salmon are limited by their 
smaller flows and higher temperatures.  For example, the 
NRWI sponsored a project this spring to enhance the 
stream banks along a stretch of the Silvermine River in 
New Canaan.  The Mianus Chapter members also 
participate in projects led by other area chapters, e.g., 
Nutmeg and Candlewood. 
 
The bottom line is that the Chapter does support projects 
throughout our area.  What we dedicate our efforts to at 
any point in time is limited only by our people and 

financial resources.  The Chapter has very solid finances.  
There are only 30-40 members active and involved out of 
the 500 members listed for the Chapter. Imagine what we 
could do if another 30-40 members would get involved. 

 

FISHING TRIPS 
The Mianus Chapter is offering the following trips for 
members and friends. Sign up to reserve your place as 
indicated below: 

June 17- Thursday:   

A non-fishing trip to visit Cabella’s in Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania. We’ ll car pool and chip in to defray the 
gas cost to the drivers. Leave at 9AM and return by 5PM. 
This is one of the largest outdoor stores ever built and a 
wonder to see. Call Franklin Lang at 637-1808 to hold a 
place for yourself or email him at fblang@optonline.net. 
He needs your name and telephone or email address. 
Deadline to sign up is June 10.  

July 17 – Saturday: 

A day of fishing on the Farmington River  with Jack 
Smola. Jack will break-up the group according to skill 
level, supply flies guaranteed to help catch that big one 
and place us at all the right holes for the day’s 
conditions. Departure by car will be 7AM and return in 
the evening. Cost: $65 per person for up to 8 of us. To 
sign up, first come first served, send a check for $65 
made out to “Mianus Chapter TU”  with your name and 
phone number and mail it to Franklin Lang at the address 
at the top of page 2. Deadline to sign up is June 19. 

 
October  11-13 – Monday-Wednesday: 
 
Paul Fleming has put together a ‘cast-n-blast’  trip for this 
fall to the M iramichi that has you staying at Wilsons, in 
New Brunswick, Canada, one of Canada’s oldest 
sporting lodges.  The specific dates are October 11-13, 
2004, which dovetails nicely with the opening of grouse 
season on Oct. 1.  Paul is looking for other interested 
members and friends who would also like to join him on 
this exciting trip.  There are already 4 signed up, so there 
is room for another 4.  Wilsons offers a discount of 20% 
if the group totals 8, 12% at 6 guests and 8% at 4 guests.   
Contact Paul directly for further details (203-852-9315 or 
203-219-8369). 

 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 

In our May newsletter, we omitted a thanks to the 
following company for its generous donation to the 
annual fund raising banquet: The Stoney Creek Co. of 
Carlisle, PA, creators of fine fly-tying furniture. Visit 
them at www.stoneycreekflytying.com 

 



 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 357 
Riverside, CT 06878 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit our  website www.mianustu.org   TU National: http://www.tu.org 
 
 
Good, Better , Best: 
 
As a Chapter of TU, it is this editor’s opinion that we are one of the best. Not so much because of 
our size, but because we are active contributors to the preservation of our local fisheries. We live in 
a rather populous section of the country with large towns and cities, the latter financially stressed 
out, where we interface with those that govern and hold the keys to the rivers, streams and parks 
that are “our”  being. “They”  can surely do more to preserve these natural assets and “we” can do 
more to enhance the chapter. So being best does not mean we can’ t be better. One step we are 
taking is to focus a little more on fishing without diminishing one iota our preservation work. The 
trips we are offering in this newsletter are just a beginning. They’ re a test, if you will, of our desire 
to do some fishing related activities together. If you show an interest in this type of activity, we’ ll 
offer more. We welcome feedback and ideas on how to be “better”  and encourage all of you to 
express your thoughts to any one of us listed on page 2. Come on! Tell us what you want from TU. 

      


