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MEETING: JANUARY 11, 7:30pm,  “ Fishing the Croton Watershed”  – Keith 
Fulsher  of the Croton Chapter, author, FF teacher, fly tyer extraordinaire and conservationist, has been 
enticed to hopefully divulge some of his secrets on how to fish the NYC watershed.  A few of our members 
religiously trek up there in the warm summer months to fish these local ‘ tailwaters’ . All are welcome! 
 
Letter  from your  President: 

I know I’m getting cabin fever. I’m more grouchy than usual.  Haven’ t dipped a line since November.  For 
therapy, I have been making winter plans to restore a couple ‘ junk’  bamboo rods given to me.  Maybe convert 
them to a couple flea flickers I can use to fish the tight sections of the Norwalk. Maybe make another graphite 
one from a kit purchased at the Somerset Show.  And of course tie more flies to replenish the many I 
succeeded in losing this year.  

Let me interrupt these monthly musings though to offer sincere thanks to all who supported our annual 
Holiday Party on December 7th.  In particular, I want to recognize Violet Jeans, who puts her heart and soul 
into making this a highlight for the year.  Most of you also know her as the Chapter’s ‘CHO’ , or Chief 
Hospitality Officer, since she is the one who supplies the snacks and drinks for our monthly meetings. Many 
thanks, Violet, from the Board and everyone, for your dedication and commitment year-in and year-out!  Now 
if we could only get you to take up fly fishing! 

Some of you I’m sure are into planning your winter trips, perhaps spurred on by a couple of our speakers who 
talked about intriguing destination fishing spots like Patagonia, Russia and New Zealand.  I actually started to 
plan one with Justi Campa, whom some of you will recall talked to the Chapter about fly fishing in Patagonia.  
Unfortunately my business schedule has now pre-empted that trip ‘ til next year.  My next option may be some 
bone fishing later in the spring, something I’ ve never done. I also hope you’ re frequenting the local fly shops 
for gear and fly tying materials.  They’ve been very supportive of our Chapter over the years, particularly our 
Annual Banquet.  I’ ve always found them invaluable for their local knowledge.  

Occasionally, the Chapter receives a donation of fly fishing merchandise (rods, reels, waders, flies, books, 
etc.) from a member, either because of a move, spring cleaning or unfortunately passing on.  When 
appropriate, we offer the gear in our raffles and auctions.  However, some of it ends up being stored, i.e., in 
my basement.  I’m wondering if any of our members could recommend a worthy recipient who is interested 
in fly fishing.  I now have 4 serviceable rods ranging from 5 to 9 weights, at least that many reels, 2 pairs of 
waders (size Large), several boxes of flies, a fly tying vise/tools/materials etc. Give me a call if you have 
someone in mind.  

January is the time for two key FF trade shows. The first in Danbury, Fly Fishing University from Jan 7-9.  
Len Carrescia of the Candlewood Chapter usually sets up a TU booth and asks for volunteers from the other  
chapters to help man it.  Give him a call (203-431-4436).  Another worthy cause with a booth there is Casting 
For Recovery, an organization that brings women recovering from breast cancer together on support retreats 
that involve fly fishing. They are always looking for volunteer fly casting coaches for their weekends. 

The second show is in Somerset, NJ, Jan 28-30.  You should be able to find out more about it at 
http://www.flyfishingshow.com.  This is one of the largest held and lets you see and purchase the latest gear, 
talk to outfitters, attend seminars, etc. If you’ re interested in joining one of the convoys, get in touch with 
either Jeff Yates or myself. I also want to put in a plug for our March 19 Banquet. It’ s a wonderful evening to 
socialize with members and guests, enjoy some spirited bidding and help contribute to the funds we use in our 
various river projects. � �� � � ���� 	 
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Mianus Chapter Officers 
Jim Glowienka   President  (203) 857-4325 
Mike Law                      VP  (203) 966-3364 
Dick O’Neill Treasurer  (203) 438-5918 
Jeff Yates      Secretary  (203) 834-2837 
 
Board of Directors  
Don Kiefer    (203) 637-9880 
Walter Kirkman   (203) 637-3752 
Tom Yates    (203) 834-2837 
Don Walton    (203) 637-0213 
John Awdziewicz   (203) 661-8023 
Franklin Lang   (203) 637-1808 
 
Directors for Life 
Violet Jeans    (203) 637-1607 
 
Directors at Large 
Jan Allardt                                              (203) 622-9097 
Don Butler    (203) 855-1789 
Mark Mitchell   (203) 254-8312 
Rob Mould    (203) 866-6588 
Ray Hamilton   (203) 322-0254 
Jim Lucey    (203) 268-1063 
Sharon Redman   (203) 257-1045 
Melvin Rodriguez   (203) 406-8027 
 
Committees 
Banquet:    Mike Law 
CT Council:    Jan Allardt  
Education:     Don Walton 
Kids Programs:   Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Membership:   Mike Law 
Web Master:   Dave Stoller 
Speaker Programs:   Duane Mertz  
Raffles:    Mark Mitchell & Rob Mould 
Refreshments:   Violet Jeans 
Stream Action– Norwalk River:  Jeff Yates 
Stream Action– Mianus River:  Walt Kirkman & Don Walton 
Trips:                       Franklin Lang, Jeff Yates, Dick O’Neill 
Meeting Location 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting Location: 
Waveny House, New Canaan CT 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Directions: Merritt Parkway, take Exit 37 and go North on Rt 124 
(South Ave) for approximately 1/2 mile; take your 1st Left into 
Waveney Park Entrance. Follow Road up to the mansion. Parking is 
on the periphery. 

  

MEETING SCHEDULE AND 
SPEAKERS 2005 
 
February 8: 
Tom Rosenbauer,  Reading the Water 
 
March 8: 
Rob O’Neill,  FF for Great Lakes steelhead 
 
March 19:  
Annual Banquet at Riverside Yacht Club 
 
April 19: 
Ken Balog,  FF the Mill River in Fairfield 
 

 
NORWALK RIVER UPDATE :                                                                                                       
 
The Norwalk River Watershed Initiative was 
presented with a disturbing report on both the 
Norwalk and Silvermine Rivers concerning the 
high e coli bacteria levels following readings 
taken at various sites on these rivers. 
 
In a nutshell, with geese doing approx 2.5 lbs of 
poop per day per bird, plus pet animal waste, old 
septic tanks, etc., the report showed increasing e 
coli bacteria levels in both rivers. 
 
TU National was contacted, and, following their 
advice to gain awareness to the problems, we are 
pursuing this through the local press .From this, 
we are hoping to ‘ flush out’  the key legislative 
people in the towns within the watershed to start 
taking a look at the problems, which can also have 
a health effect on the rivers. These problems are 
not only in our area, but all over the country as 
you can imagine.  
Mike Law, Mianus TU  NWRI Delegate 
 
MIANUS RIVER PARK UPDATE : 
 
Meeting  Monday, January 31, 7 to 9 pm 
Stamford Government Center, 4th floor cafeteria 
(Free parking in the building, enter on Washington Blvd.) 

 
By 9:00pm we will leave with:  
 
·  Understanding of the findings and 

recommendations by UCONN landscape 
architecture students (We have invited the 
students to present their work.) 

 
·  A summary (by volunteers ) of the November 

6th Trailwork Day, along with update on how 
the results are holding up  

 
·  An introduction to the Mianus River Park 

management plan (now being drafted); 
 
·  Brainstormed solutions for pedestrian signage 

issues and, possibly, a team of volunteers to 
help Erin finalize recommendations and  

 
·  Brainstormed ideas about potential roles of a 

“ friends”  group. 
 
 



Fisher ies Stocking Update 
Stocked 1,873 surplus broodstock Atlantic salmon 
divided among the Shetucket River (937 released 
between Scotland Dam and Occum Dam) and 
Naugatuck River (468 released between Rt. 118 
and the Thomaston Flood Control Dam and 468 
released between Prospect Street, Naugatuck, and 
Pines Bridge Road, Beacon Falls).  This is the 
greatest number of broodstock salmon ever 
released by the DEP (previous record was ~1,600 
fish).  In addition, these were the largest salmon 
ever produced with 30-40% over 10 lbs and the 
largest fish weighing well over 20 lbs. 
 
Spawned Survivor Strain broodstock brown trout. 
One hundred and twenty-three large wild trout 
and holdover hatchery trout were captured in the 
West Branch Farmington River TMA during 
September and held at Burlington Hatchery for 
spawning.  This is being done to produce 
genetically superior fish that are capable of 
surviving longer and growing larger in 

Connecticut waters.  We have 81,500 eggs from 
this group of fish.  The broodstock were returned 
to the TMA. 
 
Completed trout spawning at hatcheries.  
Produced 1.7 million brown trout eggs, 1.1 
million brook trout eggs, 1.8 million rainbow trout 
eggs, 99,000 tiger trout eggs.  Spawning of 
Seeforellen strain brown trout is not yet complete.   
 
Stocked walleye fingerlings into Gardner Lake 
(7,300), Squantz Pond (4,300), Lake Housatonic 
(7,600), Batterson Park Pond (2,500), Beach Pond 
(5,900), Coventry Lake (5,700), and Mashapaug 
Lake (4,500).  In addition, Fisheries Division staff 
assisted with stocking walleye fingerlings into 
Saugatuck Reservoir (8,570 purchased by the 
Bridgeport Hydraulic Company), Lake 
Pocotopaug (7,680 purchased by the Town of East 
Hampton) and Lake Saltonstall (3,200 purchased 
by South Central CT Regional Water Authority). 

 
 
 

     
 
Anglers fishing for Atlantic salmon broodstock in 2004 have enjoyed mild weather and frequent hook-ups 
with large fish.   
 
ANNUAL BANQUET    Saturday, March 19 
 
Many organizations have annual events, but the Mianus Chapter’s annual fundraising dinner is truly 
one of the more elegant and fun filled evenings of the year. Two months from now, on March 19, at 
the Riverside Yacht Club, we will hold our 2005 banquet and auction. We would encourage you to 
set aside this evening in your schedule and plan on signing up. Attendance is limited to 125 
members and guests, so it is first come, first to enjoy a very memorable and worthy event. The 
raffle and auction items that the Banquet Committee will gather from contributing members and FF 
dealers run the gamut from original art to collectibles to escorted weekend retreats and, of course, a 
multiplicity of fly fishing equipment. As soon as you see the sign up forms in the February issue of 
the newsletter, make the right decision and join us for a truly great evening. 



 
 

 
 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 357 
Riverside, CT 06878 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit our  website www.mianustu.org   TU National: http://www.tu.org 
 
 
Why Can’ t We All Get Along? 
 
We’ ll it seems like we are. At least the City of Stamford’s try at reversing the ills of the Mianus 
River Park is seeing needed cooperation between the active users of the park. It will be interesting 
to see the results of the first steps taken this coming spring and summer. Will the eroded banks of 
the river start to see natural growth due to the off limits fencing put up? Will the path along the river 
restore itself and will bikers stick to the marked trails? Will dog owners control their pets and not let 
them run amok up and down the banks of the river? Will fishermen stick to the limits and follow the 
rules of the road? Let’s hope 2005 brings a happy new year to this lovely nature reserve. Let’s hope 
that the new season brings all of us good results on our individual days fishing. Let the New Year 
bring health and a few extra bucks to buy the latest whatever that we have to have. May you keep in 
mind those who have less than you do and may you give the gifts of your talent to others. May we 
all hope that the few who don’ t get along learn catch and release, for there is an awfully good 
feeling to lettin’  go and starting afresh in all our endeavors. May it truly be a Happy New Year! 
 
 


